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. The Furſt Paper. 
HE Diſcourſe we had the other Day, 1 hope, 
facisfied you in the main, that Chriſt can have 
but one Church here upon Earth, and I believe 
that it is as viſible as that the Scripture -is in 
Print: That none 'ean be that Church, 'but 
that, which is called the Roman Catholick Church. I think you 
need not trouble your ſelf with entring into that Ocean of 
particular Diſputes, when the main, and, in truth, the only 
Queſtion is 3 Where that Church is, which we profeſs to be- 
lieve in the two Creeds(* We declare to believe one Catholick, 
and Apoſtolick, Church, and it is not left to every phantaſtical 

- mans head to beheve as-he pleaſes, but to the Church, to whom 
Chriſt left the Power upon Earth to govern us in matters'of 
"Faith. who made theſe Creeds for our dire@tions. It were a 
' very irrational thing to make Laws for a Country, and leave 
-it to the Inhabitants, to be the Interpreters and Judges of thoſe 
Laws; For then every man will be his own Judge, and by con» 
"ſequence no ſuch thing as either right or wrong. Can we:there- 
- fore ſuppoſe that God Almighty would leave us at thoſe uncer- 
tainties, as to give us a Rule to go by, & leave every man to be 

- his on ? I do ask any 1ingenuous man, whether it he 
- not the ſame thing to follow our own Phancy,-or to- interpret 
- the Scripture by it? I would have ay. man-ſhew me, where 
the Power of deciding matters of Faith is given to every Pparti- 
cular man, Chriſt lefc his Power to his Church even to forgive 
Sins in Heaven, and left his Spirit with them, which they exer- 
ciſed after his Reſurrexion : Firſt by his Apoſtles in theſe 
Creeds, and many years after by the Council at Ne, : where 
that Creed- was made that is called by that name, and by. the 
-Power which they. had received from Chriſt; they were. -the 
Judges even of the Scripture it ſelf many years after the Apo- 
ſtles, which Books were Canonical and which were not. And 
if they had this Power then, I defire to know how they.came 
to loſe it, and. by what Authority men; ſeparate themſclvgs 
from that Church ? The only pretence 1 ever heard of, was, 
-was, becauſe the Church has failed in wreſting and interpret» 
Ing the Scriptare contrary to the true ſenſe and meaning, of in, 
and that they have impoſed We" of Faith upon us, which 
AL 7 are 


are not to be warranted by.Gods Word-?... I do defire to know 
who is to be Judge of-that; whether the-whole Church, the 
Succeſſion whereof has continued to this day withont inter- 
roption, or particular men who have raiſed Schiſms for their 
own advantage ? : | 

| Tl rue Copy of a Paper f found tt the late King my 

' Brothers Strong Box, written in his own Hand. | 
JAMES R. 


The Second. Paper. 
T: is a ſad thing to conſider what a world of Hereſies are 


crept into this Nation ; Every man thinks himſelf as 
- competent a Judge of the Scriptures as the very Apoſtles 
themſelves ; and *tis no wonder that it ſhould be ſo, ſince that 
part of the Nation, which looks moſt like a Church, daresnot 
bring the true Arguments againſt the other SeCts, for fear they 
Jhovld'be turned againſt themſelves, and confuted by their own 
Arguments, The Church of England (as *tis calld) would 
fain-have it thought, that they are the Judges in matters Spi- 
ritue}; and yet-dare not fay poſitively that there is no Appeal 
from-them ; for either they muſt ſay, that they are Infallible 
(which they cannot pretend to) or confeſs: that what they de- 
cide in matters of Conſcience, is no further to be followed, 
then it agrees with every mans private Judgment. If Chriſt 
tid leave a Church here upon Earth, and we were all once of 
that Church, how, and-by what Authority,” did we ſeparate 
from that Church ? If the Power of Interpreting of Scripture 
be in every mans brain, -what need have we of a Church or 
Church-men ? To what purpoſe did our Saviour, after he had 
given his Apoſtkes Power to -bind and looſe in Heaven and Earth, 
add to it, that he would be with them even to the End of the World? 
Theſe words were not ſpoken parabolically, or by way of Fi- 
gure. Chriſt was then aſcending into his Glory, and left his 
Power with his-Church even to the end of the World, We'have 
had theſe hundred: years paſt, the ſad effet'of denying to the 
Church that Power in matters Spiritual, without an Appeat. 
- What Country can ſubfilt in peace or quiet, where there is not 
a; Sm. 


A 5; - | 
a Inpreant __—_— whence there can :be no Appeal 2 . Caii 
there be any. Juſtice done- where the Offenders are their.own 
Judges, and equal Interpreters of the Law, with tboſe. that are 
appointed to adminiſter Juſtice ? This is our Caſe here in Fx- 
gland in matters Spiritual; for the Proteſtants are;\not of the 
Church of England, as *cis the true Church from whence there 
can be no Appeal ; but becauſe the Diſcipline of that Church 
is conformable at that preſent to their fancies, which as ſoon 
as it ſhall contradiCt or vary from, they are ready to embrace 
or joyn with the next Congregation of People, whoſe Diſci= 
' Þline and Worſhip agrees with their opinion at that time ; ſo 
that according to this DoCtrine there is no other Church, nor 
Interpreter of Scripture but that which lies in every wans gid- 
dy brain. I deſire to know therefore of every {erious confide- 
rer of theſe things, whether the great work of our Salvation - 
ought to depend upon ſuch a Sandy Foundation as this ? Did 
Chriſt ever ſay to the Civil Magiſtrate (much leſs to the Peo- 
ple) that. he would be with them to the end of the World ? Or, did 
he give.them the Power #0 forgive Sins ? * St. Paul tells the Co- 
rinthians, Te are Gods Hubandry,: ye are Gods Building ; we are 
Labourers with God, This ſhews who are the Laborers, and 
who are the Fubandry and Building ; And in this whole Chap-. 
ter, and in the preceding one, S. Paul takes great pains to ſt 
forth. that they, the Clergy, have the Spirit of God, without which 
70 man ſearcherh the deep things of God; and he concludeth the. 
Chapter with this Verſe, For who hath lzown the Mind of the 
Lord, that he may inſtrutt him? But we have the Mind of Chriſt. 
Now. if we do but conſider in humane probability and reaſon, 
the Powers Chriſt leaves to his Church in the Goſpel, and St. 
Paul explains ſo diſtinAtly afrerwards, we cannot think that. 
our. Saviour ſaid all theſe things to no purpoſe ; And pray con - 
ſider on. the other ſide, that thoſe, who reliſt the Truth, and 
will not ſubmit to his Church, draw their Arguments from Im. 
Plications, and far fetch*d Interpretations, at. the ſame rime- 
that they deny plain and politive words 3; which. is ſo-:great a 
Difingenuity, that *cis nor almoſt to be thought that they can 
believe themſelves. Is there any other Foundation of the Pro- 
teſtant Church, but that if the Civil Magiſtrate pleaſe, he may 
call ſuch of the Clergy as he thinks fit for his turn at that time; 
and turn the Church-either to Presbyrery, Indzpengcncy, Or 1n- 


deed what he pleaſes ?. This was the way of our pretende(L 
| | Reforina- 


Reformation here inEnglynd ; and bythe fame:Rule and &us 
thority it may be altered into as.riany more Shapes and Forms 
as there are Fancies in mens Heads. FR ogg 
T his is a true Copy of a Paper written by the late King my, 

. Brother in in et Hand, which 1 found in bis Cloſer. | 


JAMES R 


>, Copy of a Paper written by the late Dutcheſs 
of York. ; 


'T is ſo Reaſonable to expe&t, that a perſon-always bred up 
in the Church of England, and as well inſtrufted in the 
; the Doctrine of ir, as the-beſt Divines, and her capacity 
could make her, ſhould be liable to many cenfures, for leavi 
That, and making her ſelf a Member of the Ryman Caboti 
' Church,to which, confefs, I was one of the greateſt Enemies it 
ever had ; That [ chooſe rather to endeavonr to fatisfie my 
' Friends, by reading this Paper, then to have the trouble, to 
anfwer a!l the Queſtions that may daily be asked me: And 
firſt, I do proteſt in the preſence of Almighty God ; That ng 
Perſon, Man or Woman, direCtly, nor indirectly, ever faid any 
thing to me ({tnce I came into Erglard) or uſed the leaſt en- 
deavour to make me change my Religion : It is a Bleffing 1 
. wholly owe to Almighty God, and I hope the hearing of a 
Prayer I daily made him, ever fince I was in France, and Flan- 
ders ; Where ſeeing -much of the Devotion of the Catholicks 
(tho I had very little my ſelf) I made it my continual requeſt 
to Almighty God ; That, if I were not; I mighr, before l died, 
be in the true Religion : I did not in the leaſt doubt, but that T 
was ſo, and never had any manner of ſcruple till November 
tft; when reading a Book, called the Hiſtory of che Reformation, 
by Doctor Heylm, which I had heard very munch coi:mended, 
and had been told, if ever I had any donbt in my Religion, 
that would ſettle me ; Inſtead of which, I found ir the deſcrip- 
tion of the horrideſt Sacriledges in the World ; And could 
find no reafon, why we left che Church, buc for three the 1c 
Abominable ones, that were ever heard of amongſt Chriftans : 
Firſt, Zerry the Eighth Renounces the. Popes Authority , 
| becauſe 


GTGEBS - a5 
bacayſethe would not give him teave topart with his Wife;and | 
* Manty-another; in ber life-time : Secondly, Edward the Sixth 
was/a, Child; and:govern'd by his Uncle,. who made his Eſtate 
1: of Qturch Lands; And then Queen El;zabeth, who being 
po Lawful Heireſs tothe Crown,could have no way. to keep it, 
but by Renouncing a Church that could never ſuffer ſo unlaw. - 
ful a thing. to be done hy one. of Her Children, . I conteſs I 
cannot think the Holy. Ghoſt could ever be. in ſuch Counſels , . 
and.it-isvery ftrange, that if the Biſhops had no delign, but (as - 
they ſay) the - reſtoring us to the Dactrine of the. Primitive - 
Church; they ſhould never think upon it, till Zenry the eighth 
made the Brcach upon fo unlawful a Pretence. Theſe <cruples 
beiag raiſed; I begun to conſider of the difference between the 
Gatholicks and;Us.; and Examin*d than as well as I could by 
the-Holy Scripture, which, I-do-not pretend to be: able to un+ 
d&ritand; yer, there are ſomethings I found $o eaſie, that I can» 
not but. wander, 1 had been ſb long without finding them out ; 
Al the. Real Preſence in the Blefſed Sacrament, the Infallibility of 
ths: Church, Confeſſion, and Praying for the Dead. After this, [ 


{poke ſeverally to Two af:the beſt Bihops wehave in England, Sheldon A. B, 
wiio:Doth told me, there: were many. things in the ' Komar rk a 


Church, which cit were very much to be wiſhed) we had-kept; (,, 
As Confeſſion, which was, no doubt Commanded by God : 
That Praying for the Dead was one of the Ancient things in 
Chriſtianity : That for their parts, they did ir-daily;: though 
they would no: own it : And afterwards, preſſing one of them 


very much upon the other Points, he told me, That if he had ,;,, 1c, p. 
been bred a Catholick he would not change.his Religion ; but, of worceſter. 


that being of another Church, wherein, he was ſure, were all 
things n«ceſlary to Salvation, he thoughr it very ill, to give that 
Scandal, as to Icave that Church wiirein he had received his 
Baptiſm 
All th:ſe Diſcourſes did:-bnt add more to the defire I had, to 
be a Cathulick, and gave me the moſt terrible Agonies in the 
World, within my {-if. For all this, fearing to be raſh in a 
mat:er of ctan Weight. I did all I could ro fatisfie my ſelf; | 
mad it my Daily Prayer to God, to fettle me in the Right, 
and 16 werit on ' hriſtzias-day to riceve n the King's Chappel; . 
afier wyich, | was more iroubled then ever, and could never. 
be 19 per, &li L had told my delire to a. Catholick, waho--+ 
Brough. a Prixit tome, and chat was the Fitlt I ever did _ 
verſe... 
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verſe with, upon tmy'Word.'- The more I ſpoke to lim, the. 
more I-was- conſirm?d i my Fogg 3p and, as it is impoffible 
for me to- doubt of *the'Words 'of  our-Bleſſed Saviour, 'who 
fays, the Holy Sacrament is his Body - and” Blood, ' ſo I 'cantiae 
Believe, that He who is the Author of all truth, and who has 
promigd - 70 be with his Church to the End of the World, would 
permit them 'to give that Holy Myſtery to the Laiety-butiin 
_ ne Kind; if it-werenot Lawful fo todo. © . © 
« I amnotable, or, if 1 were, would Lenter into diſputes with 
any Body ; 1 only in ſhort, ſay this for the changing of my Re- 
3 ligion, which I take God to Witneſs I would never have done, 
£89 if I had thought it poſſible to ſave my Soul otherwife. I think, 
; : [I need not ſay, it isany Intereſt in this World leads me to it: 
It will be plain enough to eyery body, that I mult loſe all the 
Friends;- and Credit I have here, by it; and have very ixel} 
weighed, which I could beſt part with, my ſhare in this world, 
or the next: I thank God 1 found no difficulty in the Choice, : 
. My only Prayer is, that the poor Catholicks of this Nation, 
may not ſuffer for my being of their Religion : That God 
would but give me Patience to bear them, and then, ſend me 
© any %— comp in this World, ſo I may enjoy a Bleſſed Eternity 
_ hereafter. | FL: .j43 
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AN 


ADVERTISEMENT 


F the Papers here anſwered, had not been fo publickly 
diſperſed through the Nation, a due Reſpect to the 
Name they bear, would have kept the Author from pub- 

liching any Anſwer to them. But becauſe they may now fall 
into many hands, who without ſome aſſiſtance may not readily 
reſolve ſome difficulties ſtarted by them, He thought it not 
unbecoming his duty to God and the King, togive aclearer 

light to the Things contained in them. And it can be no 
refleflion on the Authority off a Prince, for a private Sub- 
Jef to examine @ piece off Coyn as to its juſt value, though it 
bears us Image and Superſcription »pon it. In' mat- 
ters that concern Faith and Salvation, we muft prove all 


things, and hold faſt that which is good. 


m— 


— 


ax 


TO THE 


FIRST PAPER: 


in this Firfl Paper, the Deſign ot it being to put an end 70 Particular Diſputes; 


T all men could believe as they pleaſed, 1 ſhould net have fail'd of ſatisfaRtion 
to whichT amſolittlea Friend, that I could have been glad to have found, 


as much reaſon init to convince, as I ſaw.there wasa fair appearance to deceive. - 


But there is a Law3n our Minds diſtin& from that of out Inclinations ; and out of a 
juſt and due regard to That, we muſt examine the moſt plauſible Writings, tho 
back'd with the greateſt Authority, before we yield our Aſſent unto them. 


If particular Controverſies about Matters of Faith conld be ended by a Princi- 
_ ple, 45 viſible as that the Scripture. in Print, all menof ſence would ſoon give 
over Diſputing ; for none who dare believe what they ſee, can call- that in Que- 
ſion. But what if the Charch, whoſe Authority, it is (aid, they wuit ſubmit toy 
' will notallow them to believe what they ſee ? How then can this be a ſufficient 
reaſon to perſwade them to believethe Church, becauſe. it is as vifible 4s that the 
Scripture is in Print ? Unleſs we muſt only uſe our ſenſes to find out the Church, 


and renounce thera aſſoon as we have doneit, Which isa very. bad requital of 


them, and no great Honour to the Church which requires ir, | 


| But with all due fubmiſſion it 1s no more uy Roman Churchis 
the Catholick Cbarch; than itis, that 4part isthe whole, and the moſt corrupt. 
part, that one Church, whichChris bath here upon Earth, 


Te 


—_ s 


_ 


2 a Anſwer zo the Firſt Paper. 7 


_Itis agreed among all Chriſtians, That Chriſt can have but one Church qpon 
Earth, as there. is butone Lord, ene Faith, one Baptiſm. And th'sis that Church 
we profeſs to believein the po Creeds, Butif thole, who made thoſe Creeds for 
our direftion, had intended the Roman Cattolick Church, why was it not fo ex- 
preſi:d? How came it to pals that ſuch alimitation of the ſenſe of Chriſts Catho- 


{:ck Churchto the Roman, ſhould never be put to Perfons to be Baptized in any 


Age ef the Chufch'F Forl mM in the Office of Bayiifin, even'-in the 
Foman/Church, tharffis requirgd#b# they bgſ&< the RuwanſCatholickChurch. 
or that they deny the validity of Baptiſm out of the Communion of the Rowan 


Church, From whence itis to me as viſible 45 that the Scripture is in Print, that 
the Church of Romeit ſelf doth nct believe thatit is, the one Catholich Church 
mcntioned in the two Creeds, 'Forthei it muſt void all Baptiſm out of its Com- 
munion, which it hath never yet done: And as long as Baptiſm doth entgy 
Perſons intothe Cathol'ck Church{; it is impoſſible, that all who have the true 
form of Baptiſ.n, t:ough our of the Communion of the Roman Church, ſhould 
be Members of the Catholick, Church, and yet the Communion of the Roman 
and Catholick be all one'; as itemuſt be if the Roman:Church, be the :Catbolick' 
aud Apoflolick, Church profeſſed wthe Creeds. TOTO 


] 
If we had been ſo happy 'tohave lived in'thuſe Bleſſed Times, when the mul- 
ritude of them that believed were of one heart, and of one ſoul, 1t had been no 
difficulry to have ſhewed that one viſible Church, which Chriſt had here upon Earth, 
Bur they nut be great ſtrangers to the Hiſtory of the Ehurch, who have not 
heard of theearly and great Diviſions in the Communion of it, And there was 
a remarkable difference inthe Nature of thoſe Schiſms, which happened in the 
Church ; which being not conſidered hath been the occaſion of great milapplica- 
rionof rhe ſayipgs of the Ancients about the One Catholick Church, Some did 
ſo break off Communion with other parts of the Carbolick, Church, as tochallenge 
chat Title wholly to themſelves ; as was evidentin the caſe of the Noyatians and 
Donatifls;. for they rebaptiz'd all that embracedtheir Communian. Others were 
calt our of Communion upon particular differences ; which were not ſuppoſed to 
be of fucha nafure, asto inike them no members of the Catholick Church. So 
the Bſhops of Romeexcommunicated the Biſhops of ſia for not keeping Eafler 
when They did ; and the Biſhops both of 4ſia and 4ftics, for not allowing the 
Bptiſm of Herericks, Bucis ir reaſonable to ſuppole, that vpon theſe Differen- 
cesthey ſhur our -11 thoſe Ho'y Biſhops and Martyrs from the poſſiblility of Salva- 
tion, by excluding them trom theix Communion ? If not, then there may be 
d ttzrent Con ruiions ITONg Chriſtians, which may Rill continue Parts of the 
Catholick, Church; and cvuſcquenily no one Member of ſuch a Divilion ought to 
aſJume 


aſſame to it ſelf the Tile and 4uthority of the One Catholick Church, Butif any 
One Port. doth.ſo, though never.(agreat and.conſpicuous,. itis guiltyof 'the fame 
Preſumption with the Noyatians and Dohatifts,andis as much cauſe ot the Schilins,. 

which happen thereupon in the Church, as they were, net 


For a long time before the Reformation, there had been great and conſiderable * 
breaches, between the Eaſtern and JYYeſtern Churches; ” inſomuch that” they did 
renounce each others Communion, Andin theſe Differences four Patriarchal 
Churches joincd together againſt the fifth, yiz, that of the B ſhop of Rome. 
But the Eaſtern Patriarchs fiking in their Power, by the horrible Invaſiou of the 
Enemies of the Chriſtian Faith ; and the Biſhops of Rome advancing thcmſclves 
to ſo much Authority,” by the advantzges they tock from the kindneſs of fore 
Princes, and the Z/eakneſs of othess, They would hear of no other terms cf 
accommodation with the Eaſtern Churches, but by an intire ſubmiſſion to the 
Pope 45 Head of the Catholick Church, Which all the Churches of the Eaſt refuſed, 
however different among themſelves ; and to this day lock on the Pope's Supre- 
maey asan Innovation in the Church, and Uſurpation on the Rights of the other 
Patriarchs and B ſhops, Inall thoſe Churches the Two Creeds are profeſſed, true 
Baptiſm adminiſtred, and an undoubted Succeſſion of Biſhops from the Apoſiles; 
How then come They to be exchided from being Parts of the One Catholich. and- 
Apeftolick Charch? Andif they be not excluded, how can the Roman Church 
afſume to it ſelf that glorious Title : So that it ſeems to me 45 viſible as that the 
Scripture # in Print, that the Roman Church neither is, nor can be that One Churth, 
which Chriſt left upon Earth, 


And this Principle being removed (which ought to be taken for granted; fince 
it can never be proved) we muſt unayoidably enter into the Ocean of Particular. 
Diſputes, And know no reaſon any can have to be fo afraid of it, tince. we have 
fo ſure a Compaſs, as the Holy Scripture to dire our paſſige, Bur the reaſon 
of avoiding particular Diſputes is, becauſe the evidence is too clearin them, that. 
the Charch of Rome hath notoriouſly deviated from this infal'ible Rule, And it 
is-as impoſſible fora Church, which hath erred, to be Inf.llible, as for aChurch ' 
really Infallifafe, toerr. Bur if a Church pretend to prove her Infall:biliry by 
Texts, which are not ſoclear, as thoſe which prove her to have zually erred ; 
then we have greater reaſon to recede from her Errors, than ts be deceived with 


ſuch 2 fallible pretence to Inallbiliay, 


i 


Well ! 


An Auſwer to the Firſt Paper. 
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© ee pleafes, but to the Church.” ©. 


Andis it indeed left tothe Church to believe at it pleaſes? But the meaning I 


the. Church of England, cannot be liable to any impuration of this Nature. 
For our Church receives the three Creeds, and embraces the four-General Coun- 
cils, and profeſſes to hold. nothing contrary to any Univerſal Tradition of 
the Church from the Apdftles times. And we have ofteit offered to put the 
Controverlies between Us, and the Church of Rane upon that iſſue. . And do 


Catbolick Charch, withoutany colour from Scriptures, Antiquity or Reaſon ? 
Da nct thoſe believe as they pleaſe, who-can believe againſt the moſt convincing 
evidence of their own ſenſcs ? Do not thoſe believe as they pleaſe, who can recon- 


F- * - munion in one kind, with Chriſts Inſtitution, and the praying in an upknown 
1 Tongue with the 14 Ch. of the farft Epiſtle to the Corinthians ? 


. But ail -theſe and many other Abſurdities. may go down by vertue of the 
C:urches Authority, to whows, it is ſaid, Chrift left the Power upon Earth to go- 
yern us in matters of Faith, We do not deny that the Church hath Autiority of 

; declaring matters of Faith, or elſe it never covid have condemr?d the Antient 
 H-:refies, + But then we muſt conſider the dfference between the Univerſal 
of Faith, generally received inthe Chriſtian Chureh from the Apoſtles Times, 


aſluming to it ſelf the Title of Catholick, and proceeding by, other rules, than the 


Points of Faith, which have neither Scripture, nor -Univerſal Tradition for 


them. 


7t 


 . *Well!- But it is not left to'every pharttuftical mans head to belirve' 


ſuppole is, that. thoſe, who reje& the Authority of the Roman Catholick Church, 
_ do leweevery man to believe according to his own fancy. Certainly thoſe of 


} 
' 


# 


> 


not thoſe rather believe as they.pleaſe, who believe the Roman Ehurch to be the. 


cile the lawfulneſs of the Worſhip of Images, with Gods forbidding it, the Com-: 


-Churchina General and free Council, declaring the ſerſe of Scripture in Articles | 
as.was done when the Nicene Creed was made; and a Faction in the Church 


. firſt Councils did, and impoſing new Opinions and Practices, ; as things neceſſary. 
rathe Communion of the Catholick Charch. And this 1s the true Point in diffe- , 
rence between us, and thoſe ofthe Roman Church about the Churches Authority. 

-in matters of Faith, . ſince the Council of Trent. For we think we have vezy 
 \grezt reaſon to;complain, when a Party in the Church, ' the miſt corrupr and + 
obnoxious, rakes upon it ſelf to define many new DoCtiines,,, asneceſizy _ 
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" 7 wert a very irvational thing, we'are told; to mate Laws for a 
Countrey, and leave it to the Inhabitants to be Interpreters and Jud 
' ges of thoſe Laws ; for then every Man will be his. own Judge, and ty 
conſequence no ſuch thing, as either Right or Wrong, OE CD 
- Butis it not as irrational toallow an Uſurper tointerpret the Laws to his own - 
advantage, againſt che juſt Title of the Prince, and the true Intereſt of the Peo- 
ple ?: And if it be not Reaſonable for any private Perſon to be bis own Fudg, why 
ſhould a publick Invader beſo f But we hope it will be allowed to the: Loyal 
Inhabitants of a Country, ſo far te interpret the Laws, as tobe ableto underſtand 
the Duty. they owe to their King, and to juſtifie his Right againſt all the Pretences - - 
of Uurpers.. And this is as much as we plead for in this caſe. 


Can we therefore ſuppoſe, That God Almighty would leave us at 
| thoſe uncertainties, as to give us a Rule to go by, and leave every 


Man to be his own Judge ? 


Andcan we re{unably ſuppoſe, That God Almighty ſhould give us 4 Rale not 
capable of being underſtood by thoſe ro zhom it was given, in orderto the great 


\ $ Lt & 
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Endof it, yiz. the ſaving of their Souls ? For this was the main end of the Ru'e, * 


to direct us in; the way to Heaven, and not meerly to determine Coptrovetſies. 
The Staff, which a Man uſes, may ſerve to meaſure things by, but the principal | 
delignisro walk withit, Soitis with the Holy Scriptbre, if Chon : 
It is fit to examine and compare them with this Infallible Rule ; but when that is 
done, to help'usin our way ro Heavenis that which it was chi: fly-intended for, 
Andno Mn can think it of cqual conſequence tohimz- not to be miſtaken, and 
not to be damned. In matters of Good and Evil, every mans Conſcience is his 
1nmediate judge, and. why not in matters of Truth and Falſhood ? Unleſs we 
ſupp >ſe mens involuntary miſtakesto be more dangerous than their w'l'ul (ins, 
But after all, Je, do not leave every Mantobe his own Fudge, . any further than 
it concerns his own Salvation, which depends upon his particular Care and Since- © 
rity. For toprevent any dangerous Miſtakes by the Artifice of Seducers, we do 
allow the Affiltance of thoſe Spiritual Guides, which God hath appointed in his 
Church, for the better inſtructing and governing private Perſans : We embrace 
the Ancient Creeds, as a ſummary comprehenſion of the Articles of Faith : and 
think no M1n ought to follow his own particular Fancy 2 gant Dorines fo uri- 
ycr{ally received inthe Chiiltian Church, _ the Apoltles Times, - 


1d 


_ 
_ £do.ack any Iugenuous a, whether (it. be not the ſame thing to 


follow our own Fancy, or to interpret Scripture by it. 


If we allowed no Creeds, no Fathers, no Councils, there might have been 
ſome colour for ſuchaQueſtian, * Bit do we prrmie-Men to interpret Scripture 
according to their own Farcy, who livein a Church, which owns the Doctrine 
of the Primitive Charch more frankly and ingenuoufly, than any Churck inthe 
World beſides, without ſettivgup any private Spirit againſt it, or the preſent Ro- 
#24n Church to be the Interpreter of it. And now I hope I may have -leave 
to ask ſome Queſtionsof any ingenucus Man; as, whether it be not . the ſame 
thing for the Church of Rowe to make the Rule, as to aſſume to it ſelf the ſole 
Power of giving the ſenſe of it * For what can a Rule ſignify withour the ſenſe? 
Andif this were theintention of Almighty God, had it not been as neceſſary to 
havetold us, to whom he had given the Power of Interpreting the Rule, as 
to have given the Rule itſelf? Whertherit be reaſonable for the Church of Rome, 
ro interpret thoſe Tex's, wherein this Power of Interpretingyis to be containes? 
Fot this is to make ir Fudge in its own Cauſe, which was thought.a Abſurdiry 
before. And whether it be not as miſchievous to allow a Proſperons Uiurper 
the Power of Interpreting Laws, according to his own Intereſt, as any priyate 
Perſon, according to his own Fancy ? Wheth:rit be poſſible to reform Diſorders 
inthe Church, when the Pcr{:n principally accufed is Supream Judge > Whether 
thoſe can be indifferent Judgesin Councils, who beforehand take an Oath, to 
defend that Atthority whichis to be Debated > Whether Tradition be not as 
—_ a Rule, as Fancy, when Men judge of Tradition according to their 

ancy ? > 


7 weul/ have any Man ſhew me, where the Power of deciding mat- 
tees of Faith is given to every particular Man. 


* Tf by deciding Matters of Faith be underſtood the determining them in ſuch a 
manner, asto oblige others, 1 do not know where itis given to every particular 
Mn, nor howit ſhoutd be. For then every particular Man would have a Power 
over every particular Zan; and there would want a new Dt cifion, whoſe ſhould 
take pace. Bur if by deciding Matters of Faith, no more be meant, but every 
mans veing fitisfied of thi. Reaſons, why he believes one thing to be true, and 
not ancther ; th:tbclongs t» every Afun, as he is bound to take care of his Soul, 
a:d muſt give an account bct1 to God and Man of the Reaſon cf his Faich. And: 
whar caf) be meant in Scripture by Proving all things, and holding fait that which is 
goed, 3 Thcfſ' 5.21, By trying the Spirirs, whether they be of God, 1John 4.14 
By By 


Ofingr to the Fees Pagen.... 
By judging of thewſalnes what i Tights Luke 12. 57.; yaleſs God had given to 
Ateey Faculty of _ truth and falſhood in Matters. of Faith. © Be if 
every Man hath norfuch a Pgwer, how coines hato be ſatisfied aboutthe Chur- 
ches Authority ? Is not that a Matter of Faith ? And where ever any Perſon will 
2w me, that every Man hath a Power to determine his Faith in that matter, 
T'le undercake to ſhew him the reſt, - 


"i " ous. 
An: 


Chriſt left his Power-to his Church, even ta fargive Sins in Heaven, 
and left hu Spirit with then, which they exercifed after his Reſar- 
redtion. 


But where then was the Roman Catholick Church? And how can it be herce 
inferred, That theſe Powers ate now in the Church of Rowe, excluſive toall 0+ 
thers, unleſs it be made appear that it was Heir-General to all the Apoftles? I 
ſuppoſe it will be granted, thatthe Apoſtles had ſome gifcs of the Spicic, which 
the Church of Rome will not in Modelty pretend to; ſuch as the Gitr of Tongues, 
the Spirit of Diſcerning, Prophelie, Miraculous Cures and Puniſhments, Now, 
here lies the difficulty, cofhew what part of the Promiſe of the Infallible Spirie 
(for the ordinary Power of the Keys relates not to this matter) was to expire with 
the Apoſtles, and what was to be continued to the Church inall Ages. A Promiſe 
of Divine Aſliſtance is denied by none but Pelagians : But how far that extends, is 

-the Queſtion, Inthe Souls of good Men ir is ſo as to keep them in the way ta 
Heaven, but not to prevent any lapſe into fin; and it were worth our knowing, 
where God hath ever promiſed to keep any Men more from Ecror,thin from Sin. 
Doth he hate one more than the other? Is one more diſagreeing to the Chriſtian - 
Do&-ine than the other 2 How came then ſo much to be Caid for the keeping 
Men from Error, when at the ſame time, they confeſs they may notonly com- 
mir great ſins, but err very dangerouſly in the moſt Solemn manner, in what 
relates tothe Doctrine of Manners, Would any have believed the Apoſtles Infal- 
lible, if they had known them tobe Perſons of ill Lives; or that they had no- 
eoriouſly erred in ſome Rules of great Conſequence to the Welfare of Mankind? 
New, all thisis freely yielded, as to the Pcetence of Infallibility in the Chuich 
of Rome. Itis granted, that the Guides of that Church have been very bad Men , 
and that in Councils they have frequently erred about the Depcling Power, be- 
ing only 2 Matter of Praftice, and not of Faith, Whether irbe ſo cr nor, I now 
diſpute not ; bur irs granted, that notwithſtanding this Infallible Spirir, the Ro- 
wan Church may grollyerr in a mutter of mighty Conſequence to the Peace of 
Chriſtendom z and yer.it cannot errin decreeing the leaſt Matters of Faich. As 
for Inſtance, it can by no means err about the: ſeven Sacraments, or the Intention 
of the Priefl abour them; butit may err — Depoſing Princes, and Abſolping Sub 

2 FL 4; 


'% - . IINEIIS _ 
< 
_ p 


= . : wo m "X i” _ _— 4 .\ gt 4 
Y w, ” = 's 
e's Re oor "+ - wad C 
WER 7 .-% : Mo ” 
* 4o-pf B 
” 4 F , 
x ” 
- 
* 


bnfwer to the Firff Paper. — 
 jefts. from their oMflegiamee © Which/in-eafier tevriis is They'can heverere ns | 
bourtheir.ownInterett, 'bur they'moyabour any other wharſgever,' © - + 


*. T7 


 Vipafs overtbe'nexrParagroph, the ſeriſe being'/in-perfeR, and! whatis niate- 
rial about the Creeds, harh-been ſpoken to already. 
. That which nextdeſerves Conſideration, is, 


That the Church was the Judge even of the Scripture it felf, OY 
ny years after the Apoſtles, which Books were Canonical, ' and” which 


were not. 


We have a diſtinRion among us of Judges of the Law and Judges of the Fu : 
The One decl:res what the Law is, the Fatt being ſuppoſed ; the Other gives 
judgment upon the Fad, as it appears before them. Now in this Caſe about the 
Canonical Books, the Church is net judge of the L'ww, For they are not to ge- 
clare whether a Book appearing to be Canonical ought by it to be received for Ca- 
nonical ; (which is taken for granted among al! Chriſtians) bur all they haye to do, 
is to give judgment upon the Matter of Fact, i.e, whether it appear upon ſufficient 
Evidence to have been a Book written by Divine Inſpiration. And the Church of 
Rome hath no particular Pciviledge in this matter, but gives its Judgment as other 
| partsof the Chriſtian World do: Andif ittakes uponit to judge contrary to the 
- general ſenſe of the Chriſtian Church, we are not to be concluded by it ; but an 
Appeal lyes to a greater Tribunal of the Univerſal Church. 


And if they had this Power, then I defire to know, how they came 
to loſe it c TS 


Whoare meant by They? And what is underſtood by this Power? It is one 
thing fr a Part of the Church to give Teſtimony toa matter of FaQ, and ancther 
ro alſume the Power of making Books Canonical, which were not ſo. This latter 
no Church in the World hath, and therefore can never loſe itz The former is on- 
ly Matter of Teſtimony, and all parts of the Church are concerned in it, and 
it dep:nds as other Matters-of Fact do, on the Skill and Fidelity of the Repor- 


rers, | 
And by what Autherity Men ſeparate themſelves from that Church 2 


What Church ? The Catholick and Apoſtolick > We own no Separation-from 
that ; but we are d {-jained from the Communion of the Roman Church, that we 
may keep up the ftriter Union with the truly Carholick and Apoſtolick Church, 
And this is no Separating our ſelyes, but being caſt out by an Ulurping FRiov in 
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hath by. degrees bee nbrought intoir, T'o make ths plain by an Example : Su 
poſe a proſperous Uſurper in this Kingdom had gaineda conſiderable [ntereſt in 
it, and challenged a Title to the whole, and therefore required of all the Kings 
SubjeRs, within his Power, toown him to be Rightful Kirg : Upon this, mas: 
ny of them are forced to withdraw, becauſe they will.not own his Title : Is tits 
an a& of Rebellios, arid not rather of true Loyzlry ? Schiſmin the Church is ke 
Rebellion in the State, The Pope declares himſelf Head of the Catholick Church, 
and hath formed himſelf a kind of Spiritual Kir gdom inthe Weſt ; alcthorgh the 
other parts of the Chriſtian World declare againſt ir” as an Uſurpation, How- 
ever, hegoes on, and makes the owning Lis Power a nec«ſſiry Condition of 
' being of his Communion. This many of the Weſtern Parts, as weil as Eaſtern, 
diſown and reje&, and therefore are excluded Communion with that Church, 
whereof he is owned to be the Head, The Queſtion now is, Who gives the 
Occalion to this Separation ? whether the Pope, by requiring the owning his 
Ulurpation, -or We, by declaring -gainlt it ?2- Now, if- the Cond tions, he re- 
quires, be unjuſt and unreaſonabie ; it his Authority, he challenges, over the 
Catholick Church, be a meer Uſurpation (for which we have not only the Con- 
ſent of the other Parts of che Chriſtian World, but of Scripture and the Ancient 
Church) then we are not to be condemned, for ſuch a Separation, which was 
unavoidable, if we would not comply with the Pope's Uſurpation. And upon 
this Foot the Controverl;eabout Sci:iſm ſtands berween Us andthe Church: of 


Rome, 


The only Pretence I ever heard of, was, becaufe the Church hath ' 


Hail'd in wreſting and interpreting the Scripture contrary to the true 


ſenſe and meaning of it; and that they have impoſed Articles of Faith 
#pon us, which are not to be warranted by Goals Word. I do defire” 


to know who is to be Fugde of that, whether the whole Church, 
the Succeſſion whereof hath continued to this day without inter. 
ruption ; or particular Mey, who have raiſed Schiſms for their own 
advantage. | 


The whole force of this Paragrap" depends upon a Srppulition, whichis 
taken for granted, but will never be yielded by Us, and we are ſwe c n 
never be proved by thoſe of the Church of Rome, viz. Thatin the new impa: 
ſed Articles, the whole Churchin a cominucd Succeſſion hath been of the fame 

; judgi.ent 
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the Church | becauſe: we would not-ſubaii to:the;imniaſongble! Conditions © | 
Communion impoſed by it ; the chiet. whereof is owning all the Uſwpation, which 
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- judgment withthem, andonly ſame fea Particular Men in theſe laft Ages have 
oppoſed them, *Wheteas the great thing weinliſt upon nextto the Holy _ 
ture, is, thatthey can never prove the Points in d.fference, by an Univerſal 
Tradition from the Apoſtles Times, either as to the Papal Supremacy, or the 0- 
ther Articles defined by the Council of Treflt. We do not take upon. our {clves 
to gontradict the Univerſal ſenſe of the Chriſtian Church from the Apoſtles Times 
kn any one Point. But the'true Reaſon of the proceeding of the Church of Eng- 
lapd was thiss While the Popes Authority was here received and obeyed, there 
was no liberty of ſearching into abuſes, or the ways of Reforming them. Bye 
when Men were encouraged to lookinto the Scripture, and Fathers, and Councils, 
they ſoon found the ſtate of things in the Church extreamly altered from what 
they oughtto havebeen, or had been in the Primitive Church : But they ſaw no 
poſlibility of Redreſs, as long as the Popes Authority was ſo abſolute and inviola- 
ble, This thereforein the firlt place they ſet themaſelves to the accurate Exami- 
nation of, and the Reſult was, that they could findit neither in the Scriptures, 
nor Fathers, nor Councils, nor owned by the Eaſtern Churches : And there- 
fore they concluded it ought to be laid atide, as an Uſurpition. Our Church be- 
ing by this means ſer free (even with the conſent of Thoſe, who joined with 
the Church of Rome in other things) a greater liberty was then uſed in examining 
particular Doctrines and PraRtices, which had crept into the Church by degrees, 
when Ignorance and Batbariſm prevaiPd ; and baving finiſh'd this enquiry, Ar- 
ticles of Religion were drawn up, wherein the ſenſe of our Church was deliver- 
ed, agreeable to Scripture and Antiquity, though different fram the Modern 
Church of Rome; and theſe Articles are not the private ſenſe of particular Men, 
but the Publick Standard whereby the World may judge, what we believe and 
praiſe ; and therefore theſe are the ſenſe of our Church, and not the opinions or 
fancies of particular Men. And thoſe who call the retrenching the Popes exor- 
birant Power by the pame of Schiſm, muſt by parity of reaſon call the caſting off 
an Ulſurper Rebellion. But certainly thoſe who conlider the mighty advantages 
and rioqges of the Clergy in the Church of Rome, can never reaſonably ſuſpeR- 
'any of that Order ſhould hope to better themſelves by the Reformation, And 
if wejudgeof MensaQiings by their Intereſt, one of the moſt ſurprifing conſide- 
_— at this day is, that the Clergy ſhould be agin#t, and Princes forthe Church 
Rome, | : : 


AN 
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SECOND PAPER. 


T is a ſad thing to conſider, what a world of Herefies are crept 
[| into thu Nation. 


Buris it 'not a ſtrange thing to conſider, that nodiſtinion is here put between 
the Religion by Law eflabliſhed, ard the Parties difowned by it,and diſſenting from 
it? Andyctmany of theſe, though jultly liable to the charge of Schiſm, embrace 
no Hereſtes againſt the Four or Six firſt General Councils, Burifthe Diſſenters 
were guilty of neyer ſo many Hereſies, how comes the Church of England co bear 
the blame of them; when the weakning its Power and Authority was the occafion. 
of ſuch an overfiowing of Schifms and Herefies among us ? And it is indeed a fad 
thing toconſider how many Ways and Means have been uſcd by all Parties toin- 
troduce and keep up S:biſms and Divifions amongſt us, and then howthe Church 
of England's blamed for not being ableto ſuppreſs them, Bur if all DoRtines- 
opp«fite tothe Church of Rome be accounted Herefies, then we deſire to be in= 
f-rmed, how the Church ©f Rome came to have this Power of dcfiaing Heretical 
DoQrines ; or how any DoQtrine comes to be Hereſie by being contrary to its 
definitions, For Herefie is an obſlinate oppofing ſome neceſſury Article of Faith. 
It muſt therefore be proved, that what the Church of Rome diclares, doth there- 
by brcome a neceſſary Article of Fa'th, or itis very unreaſonable to lay the!m- 
putation of Herefie upon us, And this can never be maintained, without proving 
that the Church of Rome hath a Power to make Doctrines not nec: ſſiry b-fore, 
zo þrcome necefſary by her Definition: which is the fame thing with making 


New 
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New Articles of Faith. But theſe can never beproved to be ſuch by Univerſal 
Tradition z which the Church of Rome pretends for all her Articles of Faith... - 


"* Every Man thinks himſelf a; competent a Judge of Scripture, as 
the very Apoſtles themſelves. | | 


Doth Every Man among us pretend toan infallible Spirit ? and yet Every Man 
owns-that the Apcſiles had it;” "But whatis meant by being « Fudge of Scripture? 
It nomote be underſtood, than that, eyery Aſa mult uſe his underſtanding about = 
ity Je pe.this is no Crime nor Herefle, The Scripture muſt be believed in order 
ro Salv.uicn, and therefore it muſt be underſtood ; for how can a Man believe, 
what he underftands not the ſenſe or meaning of ? If he muſt underſtand the 
ſenſe he muſt be Fudge of the ſenſe ; lo thatevery Man, who is bound to be- 
lieve the Scripture in order to his Salyation, muſt be Judge of the ſenſe of the 
Scripture, Tofar as concerhs his Salvation. Bur if by beirg a Fudge of the Scrip- 
ture be meant giving ſuch a judgment, as obliges others to ſubinit. co it, then a- 
mong us no particular Man doth pretend to be a competent Fudge of' Scripture, fo 
ans others to rely upon his Authority in expound'ng Scripture. . We own 
the Authority of Guides in the Church, and adue ſubnrihon tothem, but we do 
not allow them to be as competent Fudges of Scripture as the yery Apeffles, + 


: And "tu no wonder it ſhould be ſo, fince that part of the Nation, 
which looks moſt like a Church, dares not bring the true Arguments 
againſt the other Sefs, for fear they ſhould be turned againſt them- 
fetves, and confuted by their own Arguments. ' | 


Th'sisdireRly lev Pd againſt the Church of England, which is hereby charged 
with I:.ſfincerity or Weaknets in dealirg with the Dif. nters. But we mult conſider 
the meanirg of this Charge, 1t is no wonder it ſhould be ſo, 1.e. That every Man 
ſbould think bimſelf as competent a Judge of Scriptpre, as the very Apoſtles, becauſe 
the Church of England dares not uſe the true - against the Sets. Whence 
ie appearsthat this true Argmentisthe REAL $18 Authority, and the Qb- 
[gation of all Members of the Church to ſubmitdheir judgments intircly thereto, 
1 confeſs that if the Church'cf England did pretend to this againſt the Sefaries,they 
m'ght juſtly curn it againſt her ; becauſe in our Articles, th © the Churches Autho- 
rity be aflerred, yet Infallibility is denyed. If there can be no Authority ina.Church, 
without Inf. llibility ; orthere can be no obligation ro ſubmit to Authority, with- 
cut it, then-the Church of England doth not uſe the beſt Arguments againſt Se- 
Ctaries, Burif there be nogrcund for Intallib:liry,if the Caurch which hath moſt 

End any pretended 
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pretended to it, bath been moſt groſly deceived , if the Heads of that Church 
foritin Three General Councils, ow'*d by that Church; then for all-thar+1.can. 
ſce, the Church of England hath wiſely diſowned the pretence of Infallibility,and 
wade uſe of the beſt Arguments againlt SeCtaries froma juft Authority, and the 
Gnfulneſs and folly of the SeRarics refuling to ſubmix.toir, , - wah 


The Church of England (a 'tis called) would fain have }t thought, 
That they are Fudges in matters Spiritual, yet dare not fay pofitroely, 
there u no Appeal from then. - | POE 

Is not the Church of Englend really what it called ? I would fain know what 


it wants to make jcas good a Church, as any in he Chriſtian World? It wants nei-, 
ther Faith (if the Creed contain it) nor Seeraments, . (and thyſe entize) nor Suc-, 


ceſſion of Biſhops, (as certain as Rome itſclt) nor a Liturgy, (more agreeing to Pri- 


mitive Worſtyp,than is any where elſe to be found.) Why then the Church of Eug- 
Lynd; as tis called? Well ! But what is this Church now blamed for : They preterd 


' tobe Fudges in matters Spiritual, and yet dare not ſay there is no appeal from them, 


How then? Are there na true Judges, - but ſuch as there lies no Appeal from ? 
There lies an Appeal from any Judges in the Kings Courts to the Court of Parlia- 
ment; are They not therefore true Judges in }ef{minſter-Hall ?* There lay an 
Appeal from —_ to'Metropol tans, from them to Patriarchs,from Patriarchs 
to General Councils, according tothe Antient Polity of the Church. Were there 
therefore no true Judges, but General Councils 7 EN 
What follows relating tothe 'Churches Authority, and eyery Mnns following - 
his own judgment, hath been anſwered already, 1 proceed therefore, to whac: 


further concerns this matter of Appeal. 


What Countrey can ſubſiſt in Quiet, where there is not a Supream 
Judge, from whence there can be no Appeal 2 0c 


'Thenatural conſequence from hence appears to- be, That every National 
Church ought to have the Supream Power within it ſelf, But how come Ap- 
peals to a toreign Jur ſuiQtion to tend to the Peace and Quiet of a Churche They 
have b:en always complained of in the beſt Ages of the Church,and by the b:{t 
Men; ſuch asSt, Cyprian, and Sr. Ativuſline and the whole African Churches, 
The warlt Men begin them, and-the worſt Church encouraged them, withe 
out regard to the Peace of the Chriſtian Church, (o it increaſed its own Gran-: ' 
deuc by them, | 
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. We have had theſe hundred 7 cars paſt, the ſad effetts of denying ?*o 
the Church, that Power in matters Spiritual, without an Appeal. - 


Andour Anceſtors for many hyndred Years laſt paſt, found the intolerable In- 
con /eniencies of an Appeal to foreign Juriſdiction, Whereby the Nation was 
cxhuwſted, Juſtice cblirudted, rhe, Clergy oppreſſed, and the Kings Prerogative 
oreatly ditan:ſhed. © Bug theſe were ſlight thmgs in Compariſon to what we bave 
felt theſe huudred Fears paſi for want of it. . © RE. | | 

Have not the Kings Courts been open for matters of Law and Juſtice, which- 
have been filld with Mep af as grear Ab'lities and Integrity, fince the Reformation 
a5 ever they were before? Hath not the Appeal tothe King in his High Court of 
Chancery been as much for the King & People,as ever theAppeal was to theCourt 
of Rome ? Have not all the Neighbour Princes been forced for the preſerving 
their oven Dignity to ſer Bounds and Limits to Appeals tro Rowe, and. to Orders 
or Bulls that come from thence * How then comes the want of ſuch an Appeal 
to be thought to produce ſuch ſad effets here? All Chriftendom groans under 
the ſ:d effects of them : anditis a very felf-denying humour for thoſe to be moſt 
ſenfible of the w:nt of them, who would really ſuffer the moſt by them, 


Can there be any Juſtice doxe, where the Offenders are their own 
Judges, and equal Interpreters of the Law, with thoſe that are appoin- 
ted ro Adminiſter Juſtice 2 : 4 

' Andisthere any likelihood, Juſtice ſhould be better done in another Country, 
by mother Authority, and'procceding by fuch Rules, which in the laft reſort, are 
but the Arbitrary will of a Stranger. And mult fuch a one, pretending to a Power 
he hathnoright tro, be Fudge m bis own Cauſe, when heis the greateſt Offender 
himfclf( Blic how is this applied to the Proreſtantsin England ? | : 

This is our Caſe, here in England, in matters Spiritual; for the 
Proteſtants are not of the Church of England, as 'tzs the true Church, 

from whence there can be no Appeal ; but becauſe the Diſcipline of 
that Church is conformable at preſent to their fancies ; which, as ſoon 
as it ſhall contradift or vary from, they are ready to embrace. or join 
with the next. Congregation of People, whoſe Diſcipline or Worſhip a- 
grees.with the Opinion of that Time. 

The ſenſe cf this Period is not fo ciear, but that one may eaſily miſtake abcurir. 


'L'nat which is aimed at, is, that we af the (;Eurch of England, have notie upon = 
| uc 


of Anſwer to the _ & After. = : Gi 
but that of our own judgments; and when that changes, . we maygoin with Inde- 
' peudents or Preghjterians, 25 we donow with the Church of England. And what - 
ſecurity can be greater, than that of our Judgments? If it beſaid to be nothing, but 
fancy and no true Judgment, we muſt beg lcave to fay, that we dare Appeal tothe 
World, whether we have not madeit appear, thatit is not Fancy, buc Judgment 
which hath made us firm tothe Church of England. Might it nor as well have been 
ſaid that the Proteſtants of the Church of England, adhered to the Crown in the Times 
of Rebellion out of Fancy,and not ont of Judgment? And that if their Fancy changed, 
they might 4s well have joined with be Rebel? Will not this way of Reafonirg hold 
as {trongly againſt thoſe of the Church of Rome ? For why doany adheretothat 
bur becauſe it is agreeable to their Judgment ſo todo? What evidence can they 
give, that it is Tudgmment in them; and only Fancy in us ? If Reaſon mult be thar 
which puts the difference, we do not queſtion, but to make ours appear to be Fudg- 
went, andtheirs Fancy? For what is an infallible Fudge, which Chrilt never ap- 

1 t Fancy * Whatis their anwritcen Word, as a Rule of Faith to be equally 
reccived with the Scriptures, but Fancy ? What is giving honour to God by the 
Worſhip of Images,but Fancy? What is making Mediators of Intercefſion, beſides 
the Mediator of Redemption, but Fancy? What is the Doarine of Concomitancy, 
to make amends for half the Sacrament, but Fancy ? What is the fubitantial 
Change of the Elements into the Body of Chrift, but Fancy? for both Seuſcs and 
Reaſon areapainſtir. What is the deliverance of Souls out of Purgatory, by Maſſes 
for the Dead, but meer Fancy ? Butl forbear giving any more Inſtarces, 


So that according to thu Doftrine, there us »o other Church nor Ie 
terpreter of Scripture,but that which lies in every Man's giddy Braiw- 


 'Let Mens Brains be as giddy, as they are ſaid tobe, for all that I canfee, they are: 
the beſt facu'ries they can make uſe of, for the underſtanding of Scriprure, or an y 
thing elſe, Andis there any Infollible Church upon Earth, which muſt not be be- 
holding ro Mens giddy Brains for believing it? And it may be, neve: theicls giddy for 
doing it ? For G2d-ſake why doany Men take the Church of Rome to be Infallible? 
fs it nor, becauſe their LInderſtandings tell them they ought ſo to do?S9 that by this + 
conſc quence, thereis no Infallible Church, but what lies in every Mans giddy Brain, 


I defire to know therefore of every ſerious Confiderer of theſe things, 
whether the great Work of our Salvation ought to depend on ſuch a 


Sandy Foundation as thi ? | 


T thank God I have ſeriouſly conſidered this matter, and muſt declare that I find 
no Chriſtian Church built on a more ſandy Foundation, than that, which pretends 
_ ro 


0 be ſetled upon 4 Rock; - Imiean, ſo far 23 it impoſes the new Faith of Trent, ory 


nec: ſſiry Condition of $a} vation. Had we no other reaſon toembrace' Chrifizs |} 


'anitys' than ſuch as they offerfor theſe New Doftrines, Lam much afraid Chriſti- 
anity ir ſelf, toall inquiſitive Men, would be thought to have bur a: Sandy Founda- 
ction. But what is this Sandy Foundation we butld upon ? Every Mais private 
judgmentin Reigion? No underſtanding Man builds upon his own Judginenr, 
bur no Man cf underſtanding can believe-without ir, For lappealeoa ny ingenious 
Mn, whether he doth not as much build-upon his own Jucgment, who chulet': the 
'Churgh,as he that chuſeth Scripenrefor his Rule? And hethir chuſeth the Church, 
hath miny more D.fficulties to conquerthan the other hath.' For the Charth carr 
"never be a Rule withour the Scriptures, bur the Scriptures may without the Chih 
Andit is no ſuch eaſy matter to find the Churches Infallibility in the Scriptare, Bur 
ſuppoſe that be found, he hath yer a harder Point to ger over, v+2. How the Pro- 
miles relating tothe Church in general, came tobe appropriated to the-Church of 
Rome, Whicha Man muſt havean admirable Faculty at d.ſceinirg, - who can 
find it out, either in Sciipthire,/E7 the Records of the Ancient Church, - 

The p'aces of Scripture which are brought bout Chrifi*s being with his. Church 
to the end of the World, about the Power to forgive Sins; about the Clergy being 
Gods Labourers Husbandry, Building, having the Mind of Ch1if ; do as efteua]- 
ly prove Infallibility of the Church of England, as the Church of Rume ; for 1 can: 
Not diſcern the lealt inclination in any ot them to favour one agatnſt the other. 


And pray. confider on the other fide, that thoſe who reſiſt the Truth, 
and will not ſubmit to his Church, draw their Arguments from Impli- 
tations, . and far fec'd Interpretations, at the ſame time that they dexy 
Plain and poſitiveWords : which u ſo great a Difingenuity, that 'tis 
not almoſt to be thought that they can telieve themſelves. | 


© © Thisis2 very heavy Charge; To reſis the Truth, to deny plain and poſitive Wordsof 
Scripture ;to be guilty ef great Diſingenuity, ſo 45 not 10 believe our ſelves, are faults of 
ſo high a nature, as mult argae nat only a bad Cauſe, but a very bad Mind, And God 
forbid, that thoſe of the Church of England, ſhou!d ever be found guilty of theſe 
thirgs, Burttocome ro Particulars ; Ts it refifling Truth, or arguing” from Impli- 
cations and denying plain and pofative Words of Scripture, to lay, We muſt not worſhip 
Im.ges; We mutt make God alone the ObjeGt of Holy Iorſhip, We muſt give the 
Euchoriſt in both kinds according to Chriſt's expreſs Inſtitution; We muſt underſtand 
our Prayers, when St. Pans words are fo clear about it: So farat le:ſt we have plain 
and poſitive Worts,of Scripture on ourfige. And for Implications, and far-fetch*d 
Interpretations commend me to the Pope*s Bulis,eſpecially when they have a mind 
to provetheir Authority from Scripture ; which they can do from In the beginning, 
7) 


Fw the end of the Apocalypſe. But that which ſeems to be aimed at here, is, This is 


"= my Body ; wherein the words ſeem to be plain and poſitive on their ſide, and our 


"ſenſe tobe from Implications, or far fetCb Interpretations. 'TowhichI1 Anſwer, 
That there are Expreffi ns.in Scr'p:ure as plain & poſitive as this, which none thiok 
themſelves bound to underſtand in their literal ſerſe. For then we muſt all belic yz, 
thar God hath Eyes and Ears,a Face, Hands and Feet,as firmly, as that the Bread was 
then turned into Chrili*s Body, when he ſpake thoſe words, And I would know, 
whether the ChriſtianCThurchrejeftivgthe Daetrine of 'Fhoſe who made Ged to 
be liks to Afan, was not chargeabl2 with the ſame-reſiſling the: Truth, and denying 
plain E poſitive Words of Scripturezas we are? And yet I hope the Chriſtian Charch 
did then believe it ſelf, Supp'ſe any ſhould aſſert, That the Rock, in the Wilderneſs , 
was really changed into Chriſt's Body ; would not he have the very ſame Things 
to ſay againſt thoſe whodenied t? For are notthe Words as plain and 45 poſitive, 
That Rock was Chrift > But Sacramental Expreſſions, by the conſent of the Chri- 
fliait Church, and the very Nature'of the Thing. are of a cifferent ſenſe from 
Logical Propoſitions, And if this had been intendedin the plain and literal ſenfe, 
St. Paul would never have as plainly and poſitively cilled it Bread after Conſecra- 
tion ; .nor the Cup be (aid tobe the New Teſtamentin his Blood. | 


The C ncluſion is: 


Is there any other Foundation of the Proteftant Church, but that if 
the Civil Magiſtrate pleaſes, he may call ſuch of the Clergy as he thinks 
fit for his turn at that time, and turn the Church either to Presbytery, 
or Independancy, or indeed what he pleaſes > This was the way of our 
—_— Reformation here in England. And by the ſame Rule and 
Authority, it may be altered into as many Shapes aud Forms as there 
are Fancies in Mens Heads. | 


T'4is I-oks like a very unkind Requital to the Church of England, ſor ter Zeal 
inaſſerting the Mogiſtritc*> Power againſt a Foreign Jur (diftion ; to inter from 
thence, that the Magiſtrate may change the Rel'gion here which way he pleaſ-s. 
But alcho we attribute che SupreamFuriſdit:onio theKing;yerwe do not queſtion 
but there are inviolable Rights of the Church, which orght tobe pelerved againſt 
the Fancies of {-me, and the Uſurpations of others, We doby no means make our 
R 1 gion mutable, according tothe Magiſtrate” pleaſure, -For the Rule of our Re- 
ligionis unalterabley being the Holy Scripture ; butthe Exerciſe of it,is under the 
regulatian of the Laws of the Lind. And as we have cauſe tobe tharkful to God, 
when Kings are Nurſing Fathers toour Charch';, ſo weſhuli never ceaſe 10 pray fac 
their continuing ſo; and thatin all things we may behave our ſelyes towards the n, 
a4 becomes good Chriflians, and Loyal Subjefs | AN 
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T Third Paperis Gidtobe written by »Great Lady, for the ſutofe- | 


Aion of her Friends, as to the Reaſons of Her leaving the Communion of 
the C obef Ragland, arias - ber ſelf” « Member of the Roman 
 _ .Cathelck:Chureh, If ſhebad wrien' nothing it, gone 
JOEY mp P hg 71x ue Pj Fe ives ſhe had for its 
but her{elf :. bur ſince the was pleaſed to porite rhis Paper to ſetify ber Friends; 
and iris thought fitto be publiſhed for general SarisfaQton, all Readers pods 7 
right hors ares Ref then! and thole of the Church 
Honotr of it, ſo farasit may be rhevg | 
by _—— 


[ am ſenſible how nice and t:nder ath? tis, tomeddlein 3: Matter wherein 
. ' the Memory of lo Great« Ladyis fo concern'd ; and wherein ſuch Cir- 
-cumſtances are mentioned, which cannoe fully be cleared, the Parties themſelves 
| having been many Years dead: But Iſhall endeavour to keep within due bounds, | 
and canſider this Poper with reſpe& to the nuin Deſign of it, and take notice of 
ocher Particulars ſo far as they are ſubſervient to it. | | 
The way of her Sathfafion muſt needs appear very cxtraordinery ; for to- 
@ardsthe Gonchafon ifs confeſſes, She was not able, ner would ſhe-emter into 
Diſputes with any Body. Now where the Differerce between: the ewo Churches 


| , les wholly in Matersof Diſpure, howany one cou'd be truly ſaified, 25 tothe 


«Grounds of leaving one Church, and going to the other, without entring inte 
matters of D*ſpute with any ; 6k is hardto underſtand, If Perſons be reſolved 
beforc-hand what to do, and e will bear nothing (ad qguiaſt i it, there is 
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boſech ways os todeclatethey will enter ita; no Diſpme chome it, But what Sa-- 
fattionis:o be hedif this manner of proceeding ? How could one bred up in the 


Church of England, andfo well infirutied inthe Dodtrines of #, ever fathfy her 


ſelf inforſaking the Communion of it, without enquiring into, and compiting, 
the DoRtcines and PraRtices of both Churches? It' is poſſible for Perſons © 
Leaning, whowilt cake the pains ofexamining things themſclves, to do thae, 
without exering.ints Diſputes with any Body ; but this was not to be preſumed of - 
a Pe:ſon ot her Conditiov, For many'chings mult fall inher way, which ſhe 
could neither have the; leiſure to:examine,: nor the Cap..ciry tojudg of, without 
the Aſſiſtance of ſuch who made ittheir buſineſs to ſearch into them. Had ſhe 
ro- Divines of the Church of England abouther; to have propoled her Scruples 
to? Noneableand wiling to give her their urmoſt Aſſiſtance ina Matter of fuch 
Importance, before ſhe took up a Refolutian of forſaking our Church ? This 
cannot beimagined; conlidering not only her great Quality, but that juſt eſteers 
they had for her whilſt ſhe. continued fo zealous and devout in the Cottmunioniof 
our Church. | ; | | _ 
- Bur we have more than thistofay, One of the Biſhops who had neareſt Re- 
 Iaiontoher for many Years, and who ownsin Print, That be. _ | | 
bred her up in the Principles of the Church of England, was both: preface t#bis+ 
able and willing to have removed any Doubts and Scrip'es: with  Treati/e. P:5. 
reſpe&to our Church, if ſhe: would hrve becn pleaſed to have 
commumicated themtohim, And' however ſhe endeavoured to conceal her: 
Scruples.; hetel{s her, in his Letter toher (which he fince prin- ; 
' - ted for hisown vindication) That be bad heard: much Diſcourſe Letter to: her 
concerning her wavering in Religion, and that be had acquainted Rey%! Highneſs 
her Highnefi wi1þ it, the Lent before the Date of this Paper; and Arte, bo 
was ſommuch concerned at it,, thar he obtained a Prom'ſe: from 3346 05 
her, Thar if any Wrizing wtrepurinto her Hands by thoſe of the 
Chutch of Rome, that ſhe would ſend it either tohim, or the then | 
Biſhop of Oxford; whom helcfs in Attendanee upon her, Af Blandford. 
mratichs he: faith, - She wa many Digs with bimat Fammham 3p 
inall whichrime ſbe ſpake net enezoure to bine of any Dont ſhe © 
bad about ber Religion; And yet this Paper bears Dares”, Aug. 20. that Year, 
whereiwſhe declares her ſelfchinged in her: Region: Sotharirisevidentſho did: 
not nakeuſcofitheordiniry Means for tier own SatisfaCtion; at leaſt a+ to: thoſe: 
Biſhops whohad ſenownher longeſt: 1 rg 
- Burſheſiity, : Ther ſreſpoke ſeveratly to 1260 of the beſÞs Biſhips Sheldon 4. B. 
we have-in England, - whe both rold-her;. therewers nary 'hingyin ery” 
thi\Rowae Charth, which it werrmurt ro be wiſhed ive bat kept ; | if Worceſter. 
As Confeſſion, which iwas no doubt cammandtdivf God; that Pray- | 
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—=_* for the Dtad, was one of the Ancient Things in Chriflianity; "that for "their 
” Blandford 


Communion of the Cathelick Church ? 
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parrs they did it daily, though they would not ownit.” : And after-\ 


Hſrep of told her, That if be bad been bred a Catholick., he ivould net change © 
- bis Religion; but that being of another Church, wherein - he was. 

ſure were all things neceſſary to Salyation, he thought it very-ilt to give:tbat Scandal, 

4 toleave that Church wherein be received bis Baptiſm.” © Which. Diſcourſes, {he 


+ Laid, did but add more tothe deſire ſhe had to be & Catholick, 


This, 1 confeſs, ſeems to beto the-purpoſe ; if there were not ſome Cir- 
cumſtances and Expreſſions very much miſtaken in the Repreſc ntarion of it:But 
yet ſuppoſe the urmoſt to be allow'd, there could be no Argumeut from hence. 
drawn tor{eaving the Communion of our Church, -if this Biſhoj*s Auhority or: + 
Example did {ignity any thing with her. For ſuppoſing he did:fay, That if he 
had been bred im the Communiou of the Church of Rome, he would not cbange . bis , 
Religion : .Yet he added, That being of another Church, . wherem were allthmgs 
neceſſary to Salvation, he thought it very ill to give that Scandal, 4s to leave. that, 
Church wherein be bad received his Baptiſm. Now why ſhould not the laft werds 
have greiter forceto have kept her in the Communion of our Church, thantbe” 
formes.to haye drawn her fromit ? For why ſhould any Perſon forfake the Com-. 
rmunion.of our Church, unleſs it appears neceſſary to Salvation ſoto da? And yet. 
this yielding Biſhop did #ffirm, that all things neceſſary to Salvation were certainly. 
n our Church ;- and that it was anill thing to leave.it, How could: this add to ber 
deſire of leaving our Church ? unleſs there were ſome other Mctive to draw her. 
thither,- and chen ſuch ſm:ll Induccments weuld{crve toinfiame. fuch a Debre. : 
*Butiz?ts evident from. ber own-wards afterwards; that theſe Conceſſions of the, 
Bſh-p could have no Influence npon her : for ſhe declares, and. calls God towit-, 
neſs, that [be would never bave changed her Religion, if ſhe bad thought it poſſible to 
ſave her Soul otherwiſe. Now what could the Biſhop's words {1gnity rowatds ber” 


Turning, when he declares juſt contrary, viz, not only that it was poſſible for, 


her to be ſaved sithout turning, bat that he was ſue re bad all trmgs neceſſary to 
Salvation; and that it was avery ill thing to leave our Church? ,There muſt there-: 
fore have been ſoine more ſecret Reaſon, whichencreaſed ber Deſere to be a Ca- 
tholick after theſe Diſcourſes : unleſs the Advantage were taken from the B ſhop's 
calling the Church of Rome the Catholick Religion ; If he had been bred a Catholtck, 
be would not have chany*d bis Religion, But if we take theſe words ſo ſtritly, he. 
muſt have contradicted himſelf; for how could he be ſure we had all things neceſ- 
ſary to'Salvotion, if we were out of the Catholick Church ? Was aBſhop of our 
Church, and one of the beft Biſhops of our Church, as ſhe ſaid, fo weak as to; © 


yield, That be was ſure all things neceſſary to Salyation were to be bad-ont of the. 
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wards, preſſing one of them very much upon -the other Points ; he | 
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to leaveonr Church; which po Man of common [caſe would have 


If heallerted chat, be-muſt overthrow the neceſſity of the Reformatron; and conlcy - 
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ragiigy there is an iocooſiievcyin his ayinge_ That be rhoght, 4 em il 

F ' : 4 wh 4 aft ) if he lad 
believed the Roman Church to be the Catholick,, excluſive of all others that dy. 
nor joig. in Communion with it, . | EY a er 
* -Theutmoſt then that can be made of all this, is, That there wasa certain Bi * 


F : 


fhop of this Church, who held both Churches to beſo far Parts of the Catholrck 


Church, that. there was no neceffity of gaing from ore Church to-another, Bur * © 


quenily nor believe our Artiffes and Homilies,and fo could not beary true Mein. - 
ber ofthe Church of England. +- _ .. * . | | 
But the late Biſhop of Winchefler hata made a ſhorter Anſwer to all this; For 
he firſt doubts, /#/betber there ever were any ſuch Biſhops who made ſuch Anſwers; 
And afterwards he affirms, That be believes there never was, in | 

Rerum Naturi, ſuch a Diſcourſe 4: is pretended ts have been be- Preface; p. 2, 
tween this Great Perſon, and two of the moſt Learned Biſhops of P. 4+ 
Ergland. But, God be thanked, the Caule of our Church doth 


not depend upon the liogular Opinion of one or two Biſhops in it, wherein they 
apparently recede from Te eſtabliſ'd Doctrine of it, And . I am ſure thoſe of 


the Church of Rome take icill from us, to be charged with the Op'nion of Parti- © } 
cular Divines, agaivſt the known Sentiments of their Church, Therefore ſup- © 
poliog the Matter of Fact erues it ought not to have moved her to any Inclination 
to leave the Church of England. | | | | 

| Butaaſte all, She proteits, in the Preſence of Almighty God, that no Perſan, 
Man or Woman, ditedtly or indiredtly, ever ſaid any thing to her (ſince ſhe came into 
England) or uſed the le«fl Endeavour to make ber change her Religion; and that 
it is « Bleſſing ſhe wholly ores to Almighty God. $2 that the Biſhops areacquity 
ted from having any hand in it, by ber own words ;. and as far as we cxv under- 
ſtand her meaniog,ſhe thought her ſelf canverted by immediuc Divine Illumina- 
tion. © We had thought the pretence to a private Spirit had nor been at this time 
allowed in the Church of Reme. But obſerve, that many thingsare allowed to 
bring Perſons to the Church of Rome, which they will not permit in thoſe whog 
fromir. As the uſe: of Reaſon in tie Choice of a Churchz the Judgment + 
Senfe; and here, that which they would ſeverely condema in others as a Private - © 
Spirit, or Eathuſiaſm, will pals well enough it it doth but lead onetotheir Comes 
munion, Any Motive or Method is good enaugh which tends to that end ; and 
none can he ſufficient againſt it. But why may 'not others ſer up for the- Changes 

as to other Opinions upon the ſame Grounds.as well as this Great Perſon daes,as © - 
tothe Change from our Church to the Church of Rome? And we have no Preten- 
dersto Enthuſiaſm among us, but do as ſolemnly aſcribe che Bleſſing wholly to 4l- - 
mighty God; and look on it as the Effect of ſuch Proyersas. ſhe inade to kim. in 
France and Flanders, EY "De oo 


e 4 


(EO 
o 


Ei An Auſwer to the Third Pajev: | 
\ = " But T wonder a Perſon, who owed her Change fo wholly to mighty God, 

' ſhut need the Direction cf an Infallible Church ; fincethe utmo they cah pre= 
tendto, isno nicrethin to have fuch an ILinmediate Cor duct; 2nd tHele ſt that 
can be meant by it, is, that ſho had no Afiiſtance from any other P-rſons, 
Which my not <xc'uce her own Brdeavours : bur ſuppcting them to be em- 
ployed, and' an Account to be here given of them : yer there is no Connexion 

| berwcenany cf che Premiſes, and the Concluſion ſhe drew from them ;- and there-! 
. foreitmuſt be I.nmediate Impulle, or fone concealed Morive which determi d 
. her Choice. | | 
The Concluſion was, That ſhe would never have changed, if ſhe could” have 
ſaved ber Soul otherwiſe. If this were true, ſh: h:d good Reaſon tor her Change; 
if ic were notrrue, ſhe had none ; as it is moſt certain ir was not, Now let us ex- 
amine how ſhe cune toth's Concliſion; and I will ſuppcfeitro have been juſt in the 


Mothod ſhe ſets it downin, | 
Fiſt, ſhe ſaith, She never had any Scruplestiltthe Noven ber before; and then 
they began upon reading Dr.Heylin's Hiftory of the Reformation ; which was com- 
mended to her 4s a Bookto ſettle her; and there ſhe found ſuch abominable $acriledg 
upon Henry the 81's Divorce, King Edward's Minority, and Queen Elizabeth's 
Succeſſion, that ſhe could'not belicre the Holy Ghoſt cou'd ever be in ſuch Counſels. 
_ Tt:is was none of the beſt Advices givento ſuch a Perſon, ro read Dr. Heylin's 
Hiltoty fer her SatisfaQtion, For there are two diſtin Parts in the Fiffory of cur 
Reformation : .the one Eccleſiaſtical, the other Political : the former was built ori 
, Scripture and Ant'quity,1nd'the Rights of particular Churches z the other on ſuch 
»Maxims which are commnn to States-men at all Times, and in all Churches, who 
Jabour to turn all Revolutions and Char ges to their own Advantage, * And it is 
ſt.arge to me that a Perſonof ſogreat Underſtandirg, ſhould nct diſtinguiſh theſe 
rwo. Whether Henry the 8th were 4 good Man or not ; Whether the Duke, of So- 
metlet raiſed his Eftate out of the Church L,ands,doth not concern our preſent En- 
q'ry; whichis, Whether there was not ſufficient Cauſe for a Reforma-ionin the 
C uch? Anditthere was, Whether our Church had not ſufficient Author' ty to 
reorin itſelf? Andif fo, Whether the Proceed ngs of our Reformation were not 
- ] th ble by the Rules of Scripture and the Ancient Church ? Theſe were the 
prop*r Points for her to have contidered, and not the porticular Faults of Princes, 

. orthe Mi fcarii-ges cf Miniſters of State, Werenot the Vices of Alexander the 


©. 6th and mny other Heads of the Chutch of Rome for a whole Age tegether, by 


th- Confeffion of their own greateſt Writers, ts great atleaſt as thc ſe of Henry the 
*rh? And were theſe not thought ſufficient to keep her from the Charchof Rome ; 
and y tth* others were ſuthciertto make her think of leaving our Chorch ? But 
Henry :be 8t?, Church was in Truth the Churchof Rome und:r a Poljtical Head, 
 _ muehas the Church of Sicily is under the King of Spain, All the d.ff:rence is, Henry 


- 


* the. 


4 So tegwcklins fin win Righez /qh@ Ki 


awake kn 'ir Rock da 


Pope,: by ſuc-Concefſivns, "which the. ny: \ And ſuppolerhe King of! 
Spain's Pretcnce were uilawful ito that -Jarifdi which he chatlengerh iorhe* 
Kingdom of Sicily" wete thisa ſofficien Groundi to juſtify" 'the thoug of Sefia- 


ratiog from. the Church of Rome f 

Bit Duke of Somerſet raiſed his Epate out of Church- Lands, and fo did 
mary Courtiersin the Reign of "Queen El zabeth,: "| 

. Arethere not Miſcirtisges of the like natureinthe Charchof Rome What is 
the Popes making great Effates out bf the Church+Lands, "fat their Nephews' tobe: 
Princesand Dukes ? a thing not unheard of in:our Ape. ' And i is ir not lo much 
worſe to bedone by the Head of the Church? | 

- Theſcſhe confeſſes were but Soruples ; bat ſuch as occaſioned her examining the 
Points in difference by the'Holy Scripture. Now ſhe wasin-the righriway' for, Sa- 
ticfaQion, provided ſhotmade uſc'of tho beſt Helps'and Meansfot undeeſtanding ir; 


and tok.in the Aſiflance of ber Spiritual Guides, i. Bur ieſeems,? tonttary' ro the 


DoQtine of the Church of Rome, ſhe found -ſome things ſo eaſy there, that ſhe 
. wondred. ſhe batt been ſolong without finding them 'vut. 


Church, Confe 111 on, -ahd Praying for the Dead, 

" Theſe were great Diſcoveries to beimade fo we bonkideting howthoſe oak 
Church of Rome, who have been moſt 'vers'din NO Marters, have found iſo 
diſficule eorimke them out tron thence, | 
- (1:). Astothe Real Preſence; asic isinthe Diſputetirsicen: us and the Church. 
of Rowe, it-implies the Real-and Subſtantial Change of the Elements into the Bo* 
dy and Blood of Chrift, - ' But where dovurSaviour's words, in calling. the. "$4 
crament his Body and Blood;irmply any-ſuch thing? The wifeſt P-rſons of the Church | 
of Rome have confeſſed, thatthe bare words of our Saviour can never prove' it 3 
bun there needs the Authority of the Church tointerprerthem inthar ſenſe. How 
. then could ſhe ſo eaſily find out that, which their moſt Learned Men could n: &-2 
Bur thereis nothing gbes ſ6far in ſuch Diſcoveriesasa willing Mind. . ..: '..-> y-} 

* (2.)! Az't6 Conf: ſton, Nadoubtthe Word is often uſed in, Scriptare, _ 
therelore-caſth ifound,- : Butthe Que ſton berween us,:isnor about thelllſefu'noſe 
or Advantage of Confeſſion in patticulat'Caſes; barche.Nrceſſuy of itiriall Caſt s, 
in order toRem'ſlion of Sins. And I can haidly believe any Biſhop of our Church 
would ever ſay to her, that Conf: fon in-thisi{enſe was ever commanded by God. For 
* thenhe muſt be damned himſclf if he did not confeſs every known Sin to a Prieſt, 
But ſome general Expreſfions might be uled, that Confeſſi»n of Sin was com- 
manded by God; Confefs your Sins one to nother* But here is nothingot-a p:ir- 
ticular Confe fon! to a Prieſt, neceſſary inorfetto Forg'vencls of Sin,” 


G) As 


ER. PEP TIP I TO Our 
IBN MR DRC OE 
# / q s” gs: 
” . : ws GEE 
759% 
2 
v4 


And what-were theſe > - 
Na leſs than the Real- -Preſenee: in the bleſſed SIRI 7: we Infallibilery of the. 
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+444: &s eur gen or pxplace of Scriprarearbicts] 
faq 6 epote ſeman that: Gi rin Da ff v4g4 * 


Ko orge very daubebilly: c:Bivibenſcame thii.Great Perſyn ip. thinkt; nor, 
A vedineur Clyrchy uplels weprayedforihe-Dead? How did this 
come - hou oint of Salvation? And tor the Praftice of it, . ſhe {aith, dheSiliors ; 
tall ber:they dikir debine Wihenber they did icor.got; or in-whar! (enſetÞeyacid 
it, we cannot now bs better inforgaeds. Aut wage (ure this-caylf be:no Agar: 
mentrfs? tierea iraverhe Cominubionof et /Church, becauſe; ſhec was dd by | 
thtyidittie, "and.contibued iy. the Commumionpk; it. v4 vet £44 
1i5(4:) Laltly 3: Asro the.lnfalbbility of the Church. If this, as pplied of 
Roman Church, could be any wherp faund in Ffripture,, we ſhould thenindeed be 
to blame: norco ſubmittal the/Debaitions of-ic; ; Bur hers ts this egbe found? 


Yes,:brift-huth promiſed tebe ividh is Ghurcb.ro the.ond of rbeWarig... Not 
| with bis 1: bntemichbinudpefſies 2] Andifiiche reſtrained jothem; o—_ 
a nan hroryrys auth Bur ſuppoleitbe.underſiocyl af thebuc 


ceſſors'of rhe Apoſtics; were there nane hut at Retie? How come this Peonaile 
tobelimited rothe Church of Rowe; andthe oy of Antioch and dlenetdring 
and all theater Eaſtern Churches (mherc the Bilbops 35 certainly: ſuccardtd the 
Apoſtles, as at Romeir ſelf) notto enjay the equal Benefigof, this Promiſe? Bat 
; who! canfind the infadWlicy of the Church of: Rome: int Scfiptare, 'veed: hot 
:fpirof finding whatever they have a Mind tathere, ;' , ; G4 

But from this Promiſe ſhe concludes, Thxt our Sopinur 490814 tat pormir tba 
Church to give the L aity the Comminionin:One kinds.if it were not lawfogll fa to de. 
Nowin wy Qpinias,! the Argument is ſtronger the other ay ; The: Church pf 
Rome-forbidsthe daing ofthar, which-Chrilt «1yoyned;  therefare it-cappor be + 
ſincethe Command of Chriſt i666 plainr than theProauleatiln- 
affibility to the Church of Rome, : 

-- But, from all theſe.things laid: together, I cimſeenoimaginable Reaſon of any 
force to conclude, that flie could northink3i poſſible to ſave;ber Soul prperwiſe, than 
by embracing the Communion of the Chirch at: Rem.) | And the Publick wrill-re- 
Ceive this Advantage bytheſc Papiers;, that thereby lrappears, how verylitcleis ro | 
-be faid by.Perſonsof the-g Capacity, a9 well as Places zitber againſt the 
S_ of- g_ or fortheChurch of. Rome. ; 
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RY Printed for and Sold by Robert Then; 
Bookſeller, at the Sign of the Leather-Bortle, in 
 Skimer-Row, 


Opies of Two Papers x written by the Late Kin Cow the Second of 
Blefſed Memory, and Publiſhed by Command It his pre ſetix Majeſty.- —_ 
Together with an Anſwer to the (aid Papers 

An Abridgment of the Engliſh Mica Diſcipline, Priated by Hi preſent. 
M-jeſties Eſpecial Command fo the uſe of the Forces hout en : 

A-Papiſt Miſrepreſented and Repreſented : or, atwole! [Sues | 
The one Containing a Sum of the Superſtitions, Idolatries, Cruelties,'T 
ries, and wicked Principles of that Popery which bath diſturb'd this Nati - 
an hundredand fifty Years; filld-it with Fears and Jealoulies, and ( ſeryes be 
muy of all good Chriſtians. The other laying open that P the. 

piſts own and profeſs; with the chief Articles of their Faith, ear Aero 
Pg —_ Grounds and Reaſons, which hold them in that Religion. By ; Ty 
the Church of Rome; To which is'added, A Book Eitituled, 'The Do- 
Arines and PraRtices of the Church of Rome, truly Repreſented : In Anſverte 
the aforeſaid Book, By a Proteſtant of the Church of England, -- 

An Antidote againſt Popery,. Shewing how a deyout Soul inthe mid(t of the 
manifold diſtraRtions and divitions about Religion, and Pretenſions, and Claims 
to the Church, may, againſt all Scruples, reſt fatisfied, and ſetled in mind, 
and chearfully go on in Gods Service, to Salyarion. By a Reverend Divine of 

the Church of England. 

Officium Eubbarifticum, or a Preparatory Service toa deyoutand worthy Re- 
ception of the Lords Supper ; to whichis added a Meditation for every day in 
the Week. 

The Fundamentals of the Proteſtant Religion aſſerted by Reaſon, as well as 
Scripture , written in French, by the Famous Monſieur de Gombaud; and 
Tranſlatedinto Engliſh by Sidney Lodge, &c, 
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| Diretions for vadkons with a Lewir ta Fee ans ts Obſcriadon Te Fly, 


b In- az Letter from- His Sacred Majeſty to the Arch-Bſhops of Canerbiey-and, * 


York. 
The Counteſs of Mortons daily Exerciſe, « a Book of Prayers, and Rules 
how to ſpend the Time:itithe Service of hty God. ,- 
e * Anguifus Anglicus, a Compendious view of the Life and Reign of chat Ins W 
4 oma Glariaus Manmch King Gharlesthe' Second. * » | 
y of the ſeveral Articles, and Form of the Abjuration of the P Proteſtant 
Religion and Profeflion of the Romiſh, impoſed upon the French bProteſtames; 
DOny Tranſlated into Engliſh. 
ſom and ug the Second Part. . 


, or hor'afy, aa LCN by Mr, Dryden, 


"A Table of Tythesfor the Provinceof. Uiſer. | ETID $144 
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